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TRIUMPH LEARNING EXPECTS CONTINUED STRONG GROWTH IN 2002 AS SCHOOLS RESPOND TO NEW MANDATED TESTING REQUIREMENTS

Triumph Learning, a Haights Cross Communications Company, Offers Innovative Computer- and Print-based State and College Admission Test Preparation Solutions That Are Student- and Teacher-Friendly

New York, NY, March __, 2002 – Triumph Learning, Inc., a wholly owned Haights Cross Communications company, today said that it expects continued strong sales of its new state test preparation integrated software and print products as well as its leading line of college admission test preparation software and print products.  

According to Kevin McAliley, Triumph Learning’s Chief Executive Officer:  “Triumph Learning has come a long way very quickly.  In 2001, we introduced print products into five new states.  In 2002, we will enter four more, for a total of 22 states.  In addition, we launched major new software products.   It took us just eight months to develop and bring to market the Triumph Learning System – a complete test preparation system for schools consisting of professional development and Triumph Leaning Interactive Coach™ software, both designed for use with our Coach books.  The Triumph Learning System has already been successfully introduced into five states, which together account for over a quarter of instructional spending in the United States.  Early successes include beta tests in key school districts in Texas, Florida, and New Jersey.”  

“Sales growth across our software and print product lines exceeded 25 percent.  As we introduce the Triumph Learning System into additional states, we will continue to expand our product lines and sales force aggressively.  Across our software, Internet, and print offerings, we expect year-over-year growth to exceed 25 percent,” McAliley said.


Established in late 2000, Triumph Learning is comprised of three units, which together offer K-12 educators the most comprehensive suite of electronic and print test preparation solutions.    

· Triumph State Software features powerful, user-friendly software that employs data-driven instruction to improve scores.  Triumph Learning Interactive Coach combines diagnostic testing, automatic scoring, easily readable skill reports, and targeted remediation for each student.   Triumph State Software allows teachers, even when they are not computer-adept, to quickly and easily diagnose students’ strengths and weaknesses.  Professional Development helps educators integrate this powerful technology into the curriculum.  

· Triumph Learning Print offerings, which are based on Educational Design’s series of over 500 Coach test prep books, each customized for individual state tests or for skills measured on those tests, are available as a stand-alone classroom resource or as complement to the Interactive Coach.  Student texts include instruction, example problems, practice questions, and practice tests all focused on increasing student mastery of each concept covered on their respective state test.

· Triumph College Admissions offers the Coach for SAT, ACT, and PSAT preparation.  These products, formerly offered as Scholastic Testing Systems, help prepare students for college admission tests taken by over 3.2 million students annually in the United States. Triumph College Admissions software has been broadly adopted in communities across socio-economic levels, effectively narrowing the achievement gap.  The NAACP and America’s Promise Foundation have endorsed Triumph College Admissions products for high-need schools across the United States.

Triumph Learning’s Core Resources Align with New U.S. Federal Education Act

Triumph Learning said that the recently-passed “No Child Left Behind” federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which allocates over $26 billion in 2002 for elementary and secondary education, including increased funding for test preparation and administration, will strengthen an already robust test prep market.  To hold schools accountable for student performance, the bill requires annual standardized testing in Grades 3-8 by the 2004-2005 school year.

McAliley said:  “Triumph Learning will benefit from this commitment to ensure all U.S. children have the opportunity to acquire basic educational skills.  Triumph test preparation solutions have been used successfully by school districts throughout the United States for over 15 years.  Independent research proves that Triumph’s solutions help achieve significant improvements in students’ scores.  Our focus on providing a comprehensive solution of professional development, diagnostic tests, and online and print remediation of student’s weak areas will continue to be a powerful competitive differentiator.”

About Triumph Learning, LLC:

Founded in 2000, Triumph Learning is comprised of three operating units that draw upon a successful track record of providing high-quality K-12 test preparation materials.  Triumph State Software provides computer-based diagnostic testing, scoring, skill reporting and analysis, and targeted remediation for 3-8 mandatory state test preparation.  Triumph Learning Print develops and distributes the renowned Coach™ series of over 500 state test preparation student texts and teacher support materials.  Triumph College Admissions is a leading provider of electronic, and online test preparation materials for the SAT, ACT and PSATs. For more information, visit www.triumphlearning.com.

About Haights Cross Communications:

Founded in 1997 and based in White Plains, NY, Haights Cross Communications is a premier educational and professional publisher dedicated to creating the finest books, audio products, periodicals, software and online services, serving the following markets: K-12 supplemental education, public and school library publishing, audiobooks, and legal and medical publishing.  Haights Cross companies include: Sundance Publishing/ Newbridge Educational Publishers  (Littleton, MA), Triumph Learning (New York, NY), Recorded Books (Prince Frederick, MD), Chelsea House Publishers (Broomall, PA), and Oakstone Publishing (Birmingham, AL).  Haights Cross investors include Great Hill Partners and CSFB (.)  For more information visit www.haightscross.com. 
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