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NEWBRIDGE EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING AND SUNDANCE PUBLISHING TEAM WITH WIRELESS GENERATION ON INNOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE FOR HANDHELD WIRELESS COMPUTERS

Classroom Reading Solution Combines Popular Newbridge and Sundance Leveled-Reading Textbooks With Wireless Generation’s Software for Mobile Handheld Devices for Assessing Individual Student Reading Performance

Littleton, MA, June 21, 2002 – Newbridge Educational Publishing and Sundance Publishing, divisions of Haights Cross Communications, Inc., have announced that they have teamed on an innovative solution for assessing student reading performance with Wireless Generation, a company specializing in software for handheld wireless computing devices for K-12 instruction.  Newbridge is a leading publisher of guided reading programs through standards-based science and social studies for grades PreK-5+, and Sundance is a leading publisher of PreK-5 reading instructional materials.
The new solution, which will be delivered to classrooms this fall, features Wireless Generation’s mCLASS:Reading™, a new observational assessment tool for early reading instruction.  mCLASS:Reading is a unique assessment solution that combines the ease of use of handheld computers with powerful back-end database systems to enable K – 3 teachers to perform reading assessments as an integrated part of their classroom instruction.  mCLASS:Reading is designed to give teachers both the data and the time they need to ensure every student is a successful reader. 

According to Bob Laronga, president of Newbridge and Sundance:  “We are pleased to work with Wireless Generation on this new classroom technology.   Electronic tools that reduce paperwork for teachers and make it easier to track students’ learning progress will become increasingly integrated into classrooms in the years ahead.”

With mCLASS:Reading, teachers – working with electronically-formatted assessment protocols that are now widely used in paper-based formats – will be able to  assess and record student progress quickly and easily in phonics, phonemic awareness, comprehension, reading fluency, and vocabulary development.  The system is particularly helpful to teachers who keep oral reading records.  Reports can then be quickly generated to help teachers with their instructional needs and give administrators critical information on student reading progress.  Mobile handheld devices are particularly well-suited to teachers who like to move around the classroom, working one-on-one with individual students.   
The mCLASS:Reading Library database, which comes with the program, contains electronic versions of select textbooks from Newbridge, Sundance, and other publishers.  Teachers can select appropriate books for their students based on reading level, interests, language and other criteria.   

About Newbridge Educational Publishing:  

Newbridge Educational Publishing, a Haights Cross Communications Company, is a leader in nonfiction shared and guided reading in the content areas of standards-based science and social studies for grades PreK-5+. The company offers a vast array of programs for teaching reading through science, social studies, and math content. These programs provide the comprehensive teacher and assessment resources needed for success in the classroom. The company’s well-earned reputation for dynamic, real world photography is exemplified in its Discovery Links guided reading programs for the elementary grades, and in its new Go Facts Science Guided Writing program.  Visit Newbridge at www.newbridgeonline.com.

About Sundance Publishing:

Sundance Publishing is a supplementary educational publisher of innovative and imaginative instructional materials for shared reading, guided reading, independent reading, phonics, and comprehension skills for students in grade K-9. Its best-selling AlphaKids guided reading program offers a balance of 174 fiction and nonfiction titles for grades PreK-2.  Sundance features a comprehensive program for below-level readers in the upper elementary, middle, and high school grades that include more than 100 high-interest books.  Written especially for struggling readers, the books in the Second Chance Reading Program include strong teacher support targeted to educators who, up until now, have had little guidance in getting low-level reading students motivated and on the road to successful reading experiences.  In addition, Sundance publishes title-specific Teacher Resources for literature read in grades 2-12.  Visit Sundance at www.sundancepub.com.    
About Haights Cross Communications:

Founded in 1997 and based in White Plains, NY, Haights Cross Communications is a premier educational and professional publisher dedicated to creating the finest books, audio products, periodicals, software and online services, serving the following markets: K-12 supplemental education, public and school library publishing, audiobooks, and legal and medical publishing.  Haights Cross companies include: Sundance Publishing/ Newbridge Educational Publishers (Littleton, MA), Triumph Learning (New York, NY), Recorded Books (Prince Frederick, MD), Chelsea House Publishers (Broomall, PA), and Oakstone Publishing (Birmingham, AL).  Haights Cross investors include Great Hill Partners and CSFB (formerly DLJ Merchant Banking Partners, L.P.)  For more information visit www.haightscross.com. 

About Wireless Generation:

Wireless Generation is a privately held company, founded in 2000 on the belief that teachers and school administrators deserve a new generation of highly mobile, easy-to-use tools that support their assessment and management needs and lead to greater accountability. Wireless Generation tools streamline the record-keeping tasks involved in 

observational assessment making it possible to easily transform the work of classroom teachers into rich data about students’ progress and learning needs.  The company’s team brings to the task years of experience in teaching, education research, software engineering, and design. Wireless Generation is located at 26 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010. The company can be reached at 646.336.5451 and the Web address is www.wgen.net
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