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SUNDANCE PUBLISHING’S 

'THE REAL DEAL'

WINS 
AEP DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Chosen “Best Children’s Instructional Books”

NORTHBOROUGH, MA (August 1, 2003) – At their 2003 Awards Gala, held in Washington, DC, on June 4, the Association of Educational Publishers (AEP) presented Sundance Publishing’s “The Real Deal” with the Distinguished Achievement Award for “Best Children’s Instructional Books.”

Through their Distinguished Achievement Awards, the AEP has been recognizing learning resources exhibiting superior educational content and value for 36 years. Publishing colleagues, educators, and librarians alike view the awards as a mark of outstanding quality and achievement. These awards are so highly regarded that even being a finalist is an honor.

The AEP awards employ a rigorous judging process. To reach the finals, entries must survive review by two different panels of judges. Judges are selected from a pool of educational publishing professionals (writers, editors, designers, educators, product developers, and marketing directors), who have themselves received accolades for their work. The judging is based on such criteria as originality and creativity, excellence in editorial and design principles, success in sustaining learner interest

"Sundance is extremely proud to receive this recognition, especially with nonfiction becoming such an integral facet of today's classroom," said Bob Laronga, Sundance's president. “The Real Deal offers below-level readers an intriguing avenue to explore nonfiction with lots of support to help them succeed—in reading, test-taking, and in life."

–MORE–

'THE REAL DEAL AEP AWARD'—continued



Page 2

The Real Deal series—part of the Sundance Second Chance Reading® Program—consists of 18 high-interest, low-level nonfiction books for Reading Level Grades 2–3/Interest Level Grades 3–8. The books offer below-level readers a confidence-building introduction to informational texts. Like Sundance's other Second Chance Reading® books, these titles are age-appropriate and feature content that suits the needs and interests of more mature students who are reading below grade level.

The Real Deal was designed to provide children with pleasurable reading experiences while building the skills that informational text requires. The books have a sense of humor and a fun attitude that provide a comfort level for below-level readers. Cartoons and jokes are distinctive features of the program and draw students in as they learn. Factual content is presented with a unique mix of sharp, colorful photographs and realistic illustrations.

The Real Deal also features a gradual progression in text load and nonfiction features. Labels on photographs gradually become more formal and informational captions. Basic charts and other graphics gradually become more sophisticated as more detailed visual elements are introduced.

Each of The Real Deal Teacher Guides provides a scope and sequence of skills tied to curriculum standards; a comprehensive, step-by-step lesson plan for each book; teacher-friendly book introductions; content summaries; discussion questions; and tips for observational assessment. They also include six blackline masters for each book that support reading comprehension, specialized vocabulary, writing strategies, and assessment.

Sundance Publishing, a well-established publisher of PreK–5 reading instructional materials and books for below-level readers in middle and high school, also publishes and distributes K–12 paperbacks, literature-based media, and teacher resources. Sundance is a division of Haights Cross Communications. Haights Cross is a rapidly growing specialty publishing company focused on the professional and supplemental education markets.

For more information on The Real Deal, call Sundance Publishing at (800) 343-8204, write P.O. Box 740, Northborough, MA 01532-0740, visit us online at www.sundancepub.com, or send an e-mail note to info@sundancepub.com. 
###

Editor's Note: For The Real Deal review copies, please contact Chris Lockheardt at 877-888-2969, ext. 768, or clockheardt@sundancepub.com.

All trademarks are the property of their respective holders.

