I am pleased to announce the appointment of Paul A. Konowitch to the position of Vice President, New Business Development, for Haights Cross Communications (HCC).  Paul will be responsible for aggressively developing profitable new revenue streams outside of existing HCC customer/ market niches.  Examples of initiatives Paul will be working on include extension of library sales to colleges/universities, expansion of K-12 sales to the trade, teacher store, tutoring and home schooling markets, content licensing, rights and permissions, international distribution and e-commerce.

Paul’s appointment is effective Tuesday, January 28, 2003.  He will report directly to me and although Paul will be based in the White Plains office he will spend a great deal of time visiting each business unit and meeting with potential strategic partners.  To get up to speed on our businesses and begin prioritizing opportunities for follow-up, Paul and I will be planning trips to each business unit in the near future.  In addition, Paul will be attending the February business review meetings in White Plains. 

Paul has an extensive background as both a general manager and financial executive.  Most recently, Paul served as Managing Director of Gabelli Group Capital Partners, Inc. (Rye, New York).  In this position, Paul identified, evaluated and co-invested in new private equity, venture and merchant banking and leveraged buyout opportunities.  Prior to that, Paul served in a variety of President, General Manager and CFO positions within The Thomson Corporation (Stamford, CT) in Healthcare, Business Information and Financial Services.  Paul holds a B.A. and M.B.A. from Rutgers University and is a CPA.

With his wife, Judy, an executive at WebMD, and his two children – Jeffrey, 14, and Margo, 10 – Paul resides in Irvington, New York, a short distance from White Plains.

